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Navy pledges :
support for
redesigned
carrier

BY CAROLYN SHAPIRO
THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT

PORTSMOUTH 1 A Navy acquisition
official pledged Defense Department support
Thursday for a redesigned aircraft carrier as a
crucial piece of the vision to advance war-
fighting. "We are moving forward with the -
next-generation aircraft carrier. It is very
exciting," said Mitchell B. Waldman, deputy
assistant secretary of the Navy for ship
programs. Carriers will include new ways of
carrying weapons, a different flow of aircraft
on deck and changes in operations below
deck, Waldman said. But Waldman provided
no additional insight on the scope of the
CVNX program, which has been a subject of
hot debate in Washington. The Defense
Department has yet to commit to a timetable
for the first of the new ships, the new
technologies it will include, or a price -
originally estimated at $10 billion. Those
details remain of utmost importance to
Northrop Grumman Newport News, the
shipyard that would build the carrier. Navy
leaders most recently have discussed \
beginning construction in 2007, a year later cashapir@pilotonline.com
than originally proposed. The timing
influences the ability of the shipyard to keep
the skilled workers needed to build the ship.
Northrop Grumman Newport News officials
remained guarded in their enthusiasm about
Waldman's encouragement. "We're waiting
for a decision from the Department of



